
Nuclear
~rain' ·
derailed'
A GOODS TRAIN with a nuclear'
waste .transporter, said to be I
empty at the time, was derailedin]
·Holbeck, a district of Leeds, last;
Wednesday morning. Although·
the accident provoked an emer-
gency response by the police to a
·possible radi<wctivity incident
·both British Rail and the Central
Electricity Generating Board at
-first denied that nuclear flasks;
were involved. Police. cordoned i
off the area, and I' threatened
photographers and reporters with
arrest if they entered the area in

-Y"-~

, which the train stood. A fire bri-
gadeteam surveyed the area with
geiger counters, after the train had
'been rerailed and shunted ·into a
siding. Subsequently the pres,ence
of the flask was admitted, but it
was claimed (inaccurately) that
empty flasks would carry no
radioactivity, whatsoever: British
Rail confirmed' that city centre
routes for nuclear waste trains are
used to avoid 'having to charge
(ourcustomers) too much'.

codes', and 'specific ... VLF jam-
resistant techniques'. ,
Critically, in view of the public

debate on Trident's price-tag, the
US is unwilling to give Britain
'budget .information, except as
necessary to enable the UK to
measure the implications of their
choice of' operating strategy and
size of forces'. In other words.
The Ministry of Defence was

unwilling to say whether it had or

had not got the 'specific' informa-
tion which' was proliibiteq. .A
spokesman suggested that because
US and UK submarines
sometimes passed each otherfn
the Atlantic, we might know how
noisy they were. Did we spy to get!
the information the US wouldn't'
hand over, then? 'That's not what
I meant.' The Ministry claimed, to
be 'satisfied' that it had the neces-
sary planning, technical and finan-
cial information on Trident des-
pite the US ban. D'
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